varEial @ vEme A el
Tt & o uftntde o B gors
b B o L e
T FEREER 3 gt | P { o
C | (o 1 G T 0 B ] B
| wfereme wHT B wEE o
AGRIsmr™" w1 Frfa wwme o7
B IS e o s o
@iy by
amyel T i, Sy

®E-mandis
can not Solve
all Agricultural
Problems . Foz

@ 5etlting real-
istic about
farm incomes
-.PO3
emil # A
HidA gaE . PO
oA Wil waE
T e e @
fom ww A
ferereg ..[PO6
eamitfrs  orfdn
1 faser . POT
e Fiftme fiw
aftr «.PO9
eTVae ¥ W Tl
s Ol P10
@ Interview of
Agriculture
Minister
LP12113
ey fex ot
Tt B i
e P15
® AGRI oo &
e P

af o2 a1 24 HF 10 WY

L

G B R et R et
#iWEET YN MR S HIEE, Ei
fwifrd  wenfel) @ e oaT o owEmn
T B- AGRISEE""™ | garm g
AT S H S 3t O e
oy 2T T e, finee o e
= i - e e T B
ot vt a5 SawtE o 8 S
1 e R e o B o g
ot o [
aramd, FAm ofn pilhwern, Sy

ERAIG DI AWl

gr T 14 B b Add FHAT HeI—THgHd]

H 200 ¥ 1800 wUY Hfy fo

T B 70 1 DR B P B O 0 | |
Hre i 3 | e Rl w0
g et B | e st i 14
e RO R R e
) #2000 9 dEm FUT Ui
[ e G 1R s e
T W Swm Wt e
B I[N AR & TS BT W HA H
firem 7 T WEE AT T 8
FEHE W SR S O o
UHEENT & 200 w0 T3 1750
wy wit feew &= M T B
FVER, BT, FI, HAWE, e
110 L M - R L b R S
e L W =

TEAH A I fHE A e
wmE Brar & a8 F=rr
wl #d T A 21 | TS B
yIfER # =TI BN | WIS A 2014
H @ W oww § A are
R i T L B |
AT 1 AF A g R

twitkeryYy

et v mareE, T aky i ws
e o 2




AGR

02

AR M7= 018

E-mandis
can not
solve all

Sir William Mark Tully

Fomer Buraan Chal
ol the BEC Mew Dedhi. Hi worked
wiln the BBC for & pariad of 30
years

The e-mandis proposed by the Centre are likely to be opposed by the state
governments that guard their agricultural policy zealously

length and breadih of Kamataka

trying to find out what ailed
agriculbere in oone ol India’s mos!
progressive stalas, and why farmers
wesre oimmitling suicide, Inthe agricul=
tural univarsity at Dharwad. the aca-
dermas siall okl me the basie probleam
was that resesrchars had concentrated
on  produciion and  ignored  posi-
producticn. A plant physiologist said:
“We forgotl the markal Mow the shark
reality is stardng us in the face. Fam-
ers come o us and say ‘we did eveng-
’.I'EII'IFI Yol ol us o progece Ciops —
mow fel us whiens o sell them', Thss Dils
ber lasson has just bean lesrnt,
EHul the lesson does nol appean 1o have
baan leami — fasmer suicides, Cmogea
being dumped, bills for sugarcanae un-
paid, lhe evidence of the anger of sug-
arcans growers voiced in lhe Kairana
bg-election, and last weeks {armer
sirike all speak of agricullure still in d=-
tress. The Udar Pradesh chief menister,
Yoo Adilyanath, nas ried o remeady
thit impression by publishing full page
newspapes adverisemenls carrying
hiz and the prime minster's picturas
wilh @& headling réading, "‘Happy and
Prosperous Fammaers: Face of the Mew
UP We Keep Marching Abead,” Bul
some farmers might ask, "Who |s he
bocling 7
flis l.'r'ldE|}' agraal:l that one of the cru-
cial sauges of Tarmars’ disbress ara (ha
Agriculture Produce Marketing Cam-
millees, establishad by govarnmenls
to ensura that farmers were not ax-
plailed by imermedianes when marke]-
ing their produce. The mandis by these
commilless ee acheved the oppo-
sita — they hava bacome infested by
middlamen, colluding 1o Mk awctiang,
C"IEITQII'IQ double commiEsons nom
bath termers and purahasers, saving
tax by refusing to give the farmers the
receipls (hey nead 1o gel bank loans,
and benefitting from tha restrictions
placed on farmers” abilily 1o sell their
producs elsawhara
Last year Ihe cemral govesnmenl, re-
alising the mandi problem, passad a
rEw, ess resirctive, markeling acl,
wiichil |'|IJ'|:|'E'5 will sarve as a moded for
slate govemmens o folow, For the
last bwo years the central gowammant
has algo been encouragng the asfab.
lishing of a-mandis, which anables
farmers I irade online, Now the Cabi-
nat has approved the setting up of the
Mational Agriculiure Market, a rational
a-mandi
E-mandis do faciliate payments and
racaipts. They can astablish efficiant
prices and should efminake middhs-
men who coliude to fix pricas. Bul op-
pasilion [rom rmiddle-men could slow

Flﬁaan years ago | travalisd the

the developmeant of e-marketing. The
links the middlg-mean have with the pa-
lilical panties ara one of the reasoas
fhere has been so Bbe progress on re-

|® E.mandi= do facilitate pay-
ments and receipts. They
can establish efficient
prices and should eliminate
middie-men who collude to
fix prices. But opposition
from middle-men could
slow the development of
a-marketing. The links the
middle-men have with the
political parties are one of

the reasons there has been
so little progress on
reforming agricultural

marketing. The national e-
market is also likely to face
resistance from state gov-
ernments that guard their
control owver agricultural
policy zealously. They are
likely to see a national mar-
ket as yet another incursion
by the central government
into an area which by rights
balongs to them.

forming egreculbural marketing.
Tha naticnal e-rarkel 15 a0 likely ©
face resistance from state govemn-
ments Bwaal guard thesr contral over
agriculiural policy zealousty. They ara
likely o see a national markel as yel
anoihar ImCurson oy ihe central o=
ernment inls an area whach by rights
petongs bo them. This iz an angument
lar tha BJP govemrent moving rapidly
while it controfs 5o many state govem-
menls
But evan if a-mandis spread rapidly,
will they help tee small and marginal
farmers who are a0 often left behind?
Thiey already count far very e, When
governments forgive kosns many of
tham da not benefil because they an
in the hands of I!'I'IIZII'IE'I:,"-l'E-I'IUE'I[E-. ot
banks, The margnal and srmall farmers
are worst hit by lack of sloraga, they
can'l alford 1o mechaniss, and medeive
aitla or no helpn -Hljﬂl:llll'lg b naw 1ach-
nlggies, Whia is goirg o help them o
irade on e-mandis?
KMay they not fall inke he hands of mid-
dla-misn whno offer o I'ElFlf"E'EEll'lt 1hem in
lhe marked, Will he macke be flexible
enaough ta handla the small amounts of
percectunce By haves bo aller, or will Ehey
be dismissad as cobourful relics who
e [0 B laf] b Fade away lor Indis o
progress”?
Finaly, il will B all bod easy for gosver-
mants to fall into the rap of thnking
that e-rmandis will sebe all the prob-
ieme of farrmers, and so do ﬂﬂ-‘“’lll'lg
abaul the chionic shostage of sloraoe,
the lack of modem supply chains and
the imgegwed (bl by nd means el ad-
equata) infrastruciure, the cycles of
surphes and shorlage which siill hobble
agriculiure. Digitalisation can be dan-
gerously Sadictive

@ Tha virws axprecssd e pareondl




Getting
realistic
about
farm

Ashok Gulatl

Shweta Saini
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Unless government takes bold decisions on agri-markets, reducing
production costs and increasing demand, its goal to double farmers’
incomes by 2022 will remain a pipe-dream.

rima Minisier Marendra Modi s
one-of the best prators in indan
palics todey. Hae is not onby cohar-

ant and inspinng bit connects with his
audiance well He is ambitioes and com-
mitted to fast-track tha economy. He sats
high fargats snd drives gevemment ma-
chinery to achieve them, in the process,
he raises papiraiions and expactatons of
paopta which if not mat, ren tha risk of
hurting his own and the govermmant's
cradiblity

Unraalistic promisas that remam unful-
filad coudd hurt tha PRY's political capisl
Feopla could doubt his intamt, his undar-
standing of irmvohved chalanges, or the
capahbility of his govammant to dalivar
Tha casa in pont ks his oftan-regeatad
ambition aof doubling farmars’ raal in-
comas by HEZ, By all means, wa wani
0 sae him succaed in ks ambeion, Hoe-
avar, our anahysis and professional acu-
man infarms us othereisa, Wa balieva
that famnars’ raal incomas cannot ba
doutlad avan by 2025 Tha targat of
achieving it by 2030 spams mara plausi-
ble. In seEying 50, wa run tha risk of being
unpomidar but as Gandhijionca said, “i's
aasy to stand with tha crowd, |t takes
courage to stand skene ” And 50, wa
gather courage fo say that tha ambiton
of dounling fammars’ incoma by 2022 i5 8
pipa-dream and not & senous targed
P Madi spoka of nis “draam” of dou-
bling farmess income by 2022 for the first
time in Febmyary 2016 This was re-
peated in sucoessive dget spesches
of tha finenea ministar. In Aplén! 2096,
tha Dadwal Commities was formad: A
came oul with a 14-wofuma report 1o
identify ways 1o dogbhla fmmars’ income
from tha #015-3016 kavels, in real Brms,
in seven years, Since thare was no up-
daled astimate of achaal leved of fanmars
incomes in 201518, the Commatiee ar-
rivad at astimates by appiyving mat siale
domestic produscl (MS0P) growth Etes
on astimaled state-wise larmers In-
comas of 2012-13 [from tha MSS0), 1
fpund that an awarage Indéan farmar
howssehold aamad Rs 96, 703 in A1 516
ithis was Rs TF 87T in 2013-13 accoed-
ing o the WSSO}, Doubling this o
As1,50, 408 (et 2015-18 pricas) by 20022-
23, nesdad rmeal incomes b grow 3t
CAGR of 104 par canl al tha all inia-
teval, and at differantisied mtas at siate-
laval Graph-1 comparas the achuaiy
achiewsd growsh rates in fasmars' real in-
comas (NS0 2002-03 o J012E-13) with
groth rates required (2095818 o 20022-
13} ta dole fsrmars' income

States lika Biar whare raal incomes of
tarmars was at |-11 par cant (CAGR) ba-
mween 2002-03 and 212-13 wodd ra-
quirg a GAGR of 12.3 par cant batwsan
201516 and 2022-F1 0 achawe tha
gavarnment's tangat This sounds very
unlikepdy. Thare ara similar unreaistic ox-
paciations from other modsrate-periom-
ing agricuteral statas ke Wast Bengal,
P and Jhatkhand

Bz g of the seven vaars have already
passed and given the parformanca of
agricuture in 2016-17 and 2017-18, fha
raquired CAGR in the remainmng five

‘As two of the seven
years have already
passed and given the
performance of agricul-
ture in 2016-17 and
2017-18, the required
CAGR in the remaining
five years will have to
be much higher than
these rates. For exam-
ple, instead of 10.4 per
cent, the average in-
comes of farmers
should grow at 13 per
cent nationally if the
goal is to be achieved.®

vaars wil have to be much highar than
thesa reies, Foraxampls, instead of 10.4
par cant. tha average incomes of ferm-
ers ghould groey 51 13 per cent ratonaslhy
if tha goal &5 o ba ohiavad, To achicws
this, tha Committae estimates that about
Rs G.4 lakh crore {at 20711-12 prcas) s
rgaded by tha cownbry a5 addrtional in-
vastmend. Eighty per cant of this must
coma fram the gouemment, Intarasinghy,
the comemifies doss naot mantion ko ths
gowemmant intands bz mabilisa this
st
Chn February 1520, tha Ministny of Agn-
cultturg gnd Faemars' 'Walfars organises
& confarenca, “Agncuire 30 2-Doubling
Farmars' Iincoma’”, Abo 3 sipkphols-
ers arpuad thair case. The PM shared
b girn 0 cvernssul ha agnculhure sacior
and doubls farmers' incomes through a
four-pronged strategy. This inwmbes. re-
gucing cogts of cultwetion (Hrough
raam-coating ureR and soil haalth
cards); ansuring better pricas for pro-
duce (through new oost plies -pricing
MEP formula, reforming agr-markets
thronegh a-Mabd and upgradineg 22,000
village-maratsl; radecing wasiaga in
the vaiue-chain (thraugh propar storege
logistics, food procassing, and impis-
mienting Oparation Greens-TOR (tome-
togs, omisns and potatoss);  and
diversifying sourcas af fermar incomas
[thronegh Bus, nrgnﬂir. saveat revolition|
Crwarall, thera wera no dagrih of recom-
mendations, But how many of thasa wil
ba accepied and implemented, and by
when will they deliver. 5 anybady's
Iass
Wa may ditfer with tha P on tha nsm-
bar of years nesdad 1o hafil his draam
bt wea ane with hirm in s drive o doubls
farmers’ incoma, Far tha joumay ahead,
wir hava threa sugpestionsiquestions ior
temi. First, can he dump the inherant
consumer-bias in country's markating
and frade polcias™
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No hike in
MGNREGA
wages in 10
states

in thie worst wage revigion in thea his-
tory of the niral erpioyrment guaran-
Iep soheme, That started in 2006,
MENREEGA workers in 10 sEbas will
el no hike in thair wages for FY
2018-1%, accordng 10 fhe revised
wage rates iesved By the Linisn gov-
emment on Saiurday. The wageas will
remaln  unchangad 0 states Hke
Jharkhare (Re T68], Bihar {Rs 1661
Uitarakhand [Ra 1 75) and Arunadhal
Fradesh (Fs 177) where the wanges
are already the lowest, whils anabner
five states are sel io gel a neglighle
waga hike of Re'2 per day. Thase in-
clude Gugarat (Rs 194), Maharashira
(Rg 203) and Madhya Pradesh (R
174).

The averape wage hike for FY 2018-
19 i 2.9 per cent, only skghily higher
than lest years 2.7 per cent. How-
eved, unlika this yesar, in 2017-18
every siate hed an upwand wage -
vision, even il marganal, by 200817,
the average wape hike was 5.7 per
cent bor the scieme under the Ma-
natma Gandhi Matizmal Fural Em-
ployrent Sueraniae Act,

The poor wage hike this vear &
owing 1o he Finance Minklny's re-
eent rejaction of the Ministry of Rural
Devalopment's  (MoRD}  Magesh
Singh report hat recommendsad in-
dexing annual MENREGA wage re-
vigion 1o CFI (Rural) nstesd af TP
(Agricultural Labourers] Last year,
the Finance Minisiry had fumned
down the sxpart Mahendra Dew
panael ragorl swhich Pad asked Tor
bringing MGNREGA wages on a gar
with every state’s manimim agricul-
firal wages and then indesing It to
CPl {R) Tor annual redsson. Tha
MORD'S | Intemal Napesh  Siagh
panel was sat up o the Finance bn-
istry's inslstence o stady the “finar-
clal Implicatisns™ of e Mahesdra
Dew reqar. The Magesh Singh panel
sald there 'was no need to ing
MUEMIRE GA wages On & pal wilh min-
imwm wages of stales bul agreed
with the secomnd recommendation of
ihe btahendra Dev repod thet th 2n-
nual wage revision should be &1 least
Inkad e CPILR ).
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Dr. Pratap Bhanu Mehta

[r. AMehta is an Indian acadamk-
clan. Pravicusly he was tha
presidant of the Centra for Pal-
icy Rasearch Mew [walre-based
think tank, Prasentty b is tha
Vi of Ashoka University,
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It is morally obtuse and analytically misleading to

see farmers

e “long manch of the farmers™ in

Maharashtra refocused attantion

on the criss N carsn regions n in-
dign agricuture. |t should ba the head-
lina news that jolks the nation out of &
complacent stupor. The protest mada B
sanas of long-standing but familiar da-
mands:; Loan waivars, increasa in MSP
implesnentabon of Forest Rights Act and
widar difusion of efflectwe proparty
rights, iImprovaments in irmgation. Ex-
pers can dababe the differant maasures
nesded 1o pddress these demands. Ban
tha moral sigrificemca of B momant like
#hiz i= not just aboud the technicalities, or
polincal partisanahip, B is sbout the
wermea of tha social confract,
From that point of view, tha farmers’ rally
was A desply peignant and dignifiad ra-
mindar of important pofitcal tnutns, First
thare is & stuctural invisibility of farmers
that transcends politcal partias. 1t & nod
just g function of urkan bias or the ca-
pacity of madia and many other modes
of rapresantation to rendar our sociaty
irmAsible to us. 1§ 15 also a funciion of tha
larpar polbical aconcemy, whare sgricul-
twra intarests Bra naot represenied affec-
wvady in paliical parties, &nd avan thoss
that are, pertgn largaly to defending
Iarga farmars, mthar then small and mar-
ginal onas. Tha dignity of this protasi
comas from tha fact that it was naf just,
as {5 somatimes the casa with protast
mawamants, ralathvaly more praviegad
agranan casles and groups assenmg
thair pewer This protest was indaad
spanking the grammar of the mast mar-
ginalsed, many with baraly an acre of
laret or nore &t all, and often hard o ar-
ganisa. This was nod fammars as 8 mare
PrERsUnE grioup wanhng mora; thes wies
tarmars who are bemg pushed evan
mare i tha marging, ymng ko hald onio
a modacum of axslnce. | deserees
maral altention bayand tha calculus of
bargainmg
Bwould ba a mistake o thnk of address-
ing thess damands of farmears marehy 55
a form of populisi gesiures, The way the
middia class showgd see this movament
is nat in the wsual framing of palliatives
ard hardouts. Instead. it is mthar an im-
partant farm of stata maklng that par-
haps mora honasty ariculatas what so
many micdia-dass movements poisss
b want, but deny othars. The dispula
ovar which cost mathord showld ba usad
(AF, A2 plus FLor C2) to calcudata MSP
suppor, s ot aboul mora handowls. (ks
uniarlying pramisa is tha ong that acon-
amisss whi e wary of populsm should
applaud: It wanis 8 e reckoning of
posls, Athar than a mislaa{:’mg rEpra-
santatan of tha costs of prodection, |ts
aim is o mwast the ona consiriection of
thar kaniEy tha fammers sirg mads o
faboar undar; That they ans a group that
parpaiuady needs subsidy, But ihe re-
wersh &5 brus; By not iooking at the full
cosls we rander mvigible the ways n
which farmears subsxdisa us

Simitarly with kzan wavers. In a wall-
funclioning sysiem, loan waivars would
nat b2 necassary, and thay can be,
under EomiE ciioumsiancas, counter-pro-

€ In Maharashtra at least,

part of the crisis has been
induced by the colossal
failure of irrigation proj-
ects. There has been a
shift in rethinking the ap-
propriateness of large
projects. The governance
framework for irrigation
has failed. Again, it is a
guestion of how irrigation
is imagined. Over the last
few years, there was a
gualitative shift in atten-
tion to infrastructure —
roads, ports, power ca-
pacity etc and several
governance and contract-
ing innovations at least
created better infrastruc-
ture on the ground, even if
it did not entirely
eliminate corruption.

"long march as a demand for handouts

ductiva. But it would be foolish not 1o
racoqrisa that in tha poltical econramy of
loan warsers is also ambeddad a quaes-
tion of distribudive jestica ang real cosis
It is cifficult to smagies how aryona can
lpak the farmers in the eye and call losn
wmivers to them populist, in 8 condext
where benks snd crony capital have
baan receneng inpracadanted wita-nifs
The lenquage of moral hazard, a5 Rp-
pad 1o farmars, saams, in this contexd
nat 50 much a pieca of sound economic
analysia, as much as B way of talling
farmers that thair cleims don't count for
@s miazh as tose in powes who can hold
gntra finencial systems to ransom, Tha
moral hiezard lies in not takong thiese gis-
tributive claims seriouwshy

In Meharashira at isast, par of tha crisis
has been mduced by 1he colossal failure
of imgation projests, Thera has baan 3
ghift in rethinking tha approprataness of
larga projects, The governancsa frames-
o for irmagerticm has failad, Agein, it is
a quastion of how imgetion is imaginad
Crepr the last few years, thers was a
mualiativa shift in alisnton b mfrastroc-
ure — moads, ports, power capacity atc
and saveral governance and coniracting
innowetions at least crested battar infra-
sructura on tha groand, even f it did not
entirely &liminats comuption. Rathar than
treating Frigation as a “farmmars’ problam,
rowy fioas 1 hecome mora cenkral to ousr
mstilutional and ecological imagnation?
Would an endi-comuption movamant
focuws on it the same way in which spac-
trum bacama a focal pomt? # used o bs
said that the primary measara of stata
capacilty s is migalion systam. The
clzimes tha tammars s rrakang o o the
haart of stabs formation

The Forast Rights Act is conbroversaal
@l many ars not convinead it s tha right
sokition o the tenson betesan common
resouToEs  and privale proparty  for
e oo

#oonbd. FAG
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Getting realistic
about ...

Massres and growing food subsi-
dies (marrsd with high inefficien-
) % an axampa of such a bigs,
Ha meads o revisit ihe arnchaic
ECH, renstalise ineficiant APN0s,
Pl an mrsd b ad hoo axpon bans
amd nnsure & siable policy-anyi-
mnmment for domasiic agh-irada
ardd axparts 1o Moursh, Sacond,
by daes ke plan be absorbs tha
prixiuction boom thal will nesull
fram implementation of wvanaus
mecammendaticns? Wil corsumps-
n keep paoe wilh preduction?
Wl e solution be n procassng,
mExparts oF in augmanlirg derand?
Third, can be durnp the subsidy
modsl ard embrace an moastrsnl
modit? OF the folal nesoumes (Fs
3,66 Iakh cromes) geing o agricul
b and food), can b restnct swb-
sidlims on food, MMREGA, and
fanm inputs 1o less than 25 pes canl
ard incrzsese sharm of ireesimands
infor agrceiure to 75 per cant?
Unless Bhe PM makes hase bokd
and  rational  policy  dacisions,
chandes of augmantng Gemear in-
isits arm blssk Tl o doo
biling thsarn by 202233
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‘Farmers were ignored before 2014°

The people have seen this government’s performance..... the ‘lehar’ (wave) in favour of
Modi is stronger than 2014, Agriculture Minister Mr. Radha Mohan Singh tells in an Interview.

At a tima when rural distress and farmer agitatlons across
states have taken centre stage, Unlon agriculiure minlster
Radha Mohan Singh spoke to Hindustan Times about the
government's effort to alleviate farmars, minimum support
price, farm suicides, and the impact of the unrest on the
20114 Lok Sabha elections. Edited excerpts:

®Tha government promised to double farm income by
2022, What progress hes been mada in this regard?

®The Atsl Bihan Vajpayes govemment had, m February 20044,
sak up the Mational Cpmmission of Farmars, H was formead to
bring relomms in the agrculiure seclor and increase famm n-
come. YWhen we came o powsar in 2014, we found that its ec-
ommendetons were lying in cold storage for the last 10 years.
Wi started by setfng up an intarministenal commitiea to sxam-
ingt Moy b increass farm incomes and accelarate these initia-
tives. W then sterted implementing iha sugpestions of the
committas, & model act was passad fo aliow land laasing for
agriculbuene, which ensures insfiluticnal credit and other faciliias
b lameshodders whila safeguarding tha rights of the land own-
BTS.

A national agncullure market schema — eNAM — brought & rev-
olution in the agricutture market The last meeting hed hap-
pened in 2010 and nothing had moved until wa camae to power
in 2014. An amount of 72 000 crore has also baen propossd in
2018 through NABARD {Mational Bank For Agriculiura And
Rural Devalopment) for the dewetopmant of 22000 rural sgri-
cultural markets in the country. We then released the Agricul-
tural Produce and Liveslock Marketing  (Promotion  and
Simplification) Acl. 201 T for adoption by slates. This comprisss
e-business. the anncuncament of warehouses, silos, cold sbor-
age in tha form of sub-yards, rationeisation of mandi duty and
commission charges and improvemants in the private sechor.
The world's largast farmer-fiendly crop Insarance scheme was
laurchad b provide a safety net 1o farmers from natural calami-
tis. There was a burden on national exchaquar, bl it answered
proper compensation. As many a8 22 projacts ware panding for
mara than 20-25 vears for want of proper budgetary allocadion.
Wi sarmarkad 7400000 crore for this. and 18 projects are al-
ready compéate. More than 80-20% of works are complats in
redation with 55 projecis.

Tha farmers’ commigsien [aid spacial focus on micro rmgation,
Dunng 2017-18, about 526 kakh hectare area has been brought
under micro imigation. which s the maximum coverage so far
in 8 calandar year. Tha tanget is to covar 1.5 10 2 milion hectare
per year by 2022-23. In addition to tha increase in budgetary
allocation, 8 corpus fund of Ais 5,000 crore has also been sat
up. Tha number of soil leboratorias has gone up from $0-50 to
oysr 9200, Soil health cards were naver mads, but now all
farmers are: coverad, Those wha ara using it are ahis io bring
down tha input cost and increaze productivity,

W warked in the allied sactor koo — there is a 30% increase

in income of dairy farmars, fishery producticn has increased
from 258 t=kh tons in 2010-14 to 450 lakh tons In 2014-18, egg
produciion has increased by 258%. Thosa who question our
claim about daubling farm incomes am tha peopla who telked
about India of the 218t cantury in 1980 — 34 years ware wasted
bt nothirg happened. Cur work in thie last four years s show-
ing resulks

®Your election manifeste spoka of giving 5% profit over
the cosi of production. Bul some farmer organisation are
blaming you for changing the formula to determine the
cost of production

The government has announced m the Union buedget for 2018-
1% to keap the Minimum Support Prica (MSP) at 1.5 times tha
cosi of production. MSP i notified for 24 commaodities. Out of
this, the MSP was already 1.5 times the cost of production for
13 commodities. For Kharf 2018, MSP for the ramaining 11
commaoditias will ba fixed as per the budgset anncancament.
There iz &n allegation that farmess do not ged the MSP for thair
produca. | the MSP for paddy ks Rs 1,500, they get only Rs
1,100, This Is tree, Whech formuda should be applied? It s the
same formula people are taiking @bout, The isswe relakas o
thosa 11 commaodites, and whather we can ensure 1.5 tima of
thair cost of prodection. There is ancther issua related o
pulses. ollseeds and cotion.

When we came 1o power, the Agriculture Cooparastive Marketing
Federation of India was on the brink of dosure. it was looted
We ravived . Up to December 2017, the procurement of
puksas,; oilsesds and cotton increased to 62 lakh MT {melsic
tonnes), as against 16 lakh BT in the four wears precading the
Harendra Modi govarnmend

The PM has announced that all commoditizs will get 1.5 times
the cost of production. Wa are talking fo every state govarn-
menl becausa thay are responsible for purchass.

®Why Is there anger among farmers when you claim to
have done so much for them?

The farmers are problem-ridden. The sRuaticn is such becausa
niathing has been done for tham, The buadget {provision for agn-
cultura} in the five wears bafore the Modi governmsant was just
Rs 1 laikh crare,

In this bwdget, the provision for agricuBure is over Rs 2 lakh
crorg, |f this had happered eadiar, things would have bean dif-
fmrent. They should ba ashamed of it — | am talking about that
teader |Congress president Rahul Gandhi) whose fzmily ruled
this country for 48 yaare. Thay kepd raising slogans about farm-
ars and ihe poor and remained commitied to strengthening tha
dynasty. Cnly Lal Bahadur Shasin and Atsl Bihar Vajpayea
thought stout farmers: We not only increasad allocation. b
aven spent addsional money cutside the budget. The focus is
on craating infrestruciure thet has been pending for years
®How will you communicate all this to the protesting
farmers?

The poor and the farmers Enow awverything. Earlier, ondy big
pecple had sccass 1o gas, eleciricity and folleis. Mow this s
reaching to common man under the Marendra Mod: govern-
miant. In the fiald of agricufture, thera were inslances where K-
ishi Vigyan Kendras are with big people. Mow we have
announced that they B wil be operated only by
institutions. There iz anothar isswe refaied o agriculture loans.
The targat has been fixed at Bs 11 lakh croes — up from Rs B
lakh crore — iin 2018-18,

In the four years praceding us, the amount of loans and subsidy
o agriculiure cooperatives through the National Cocparative
Development Corporation was a meagre Rs 15 0050- 16,000
crora. In our four years, i stands et Ris 50,000 crore, There is
transparency.

#Despite all this, more than 11,000 people related to
agriculture sector commitied suleide in 2016, Why is this?
Suicids is bad There should have baen invastmsant in empow-
arirg the farmess. There wae a lack of . We are ingng o cormect
it by implemanting the recommendations of the famers com-
mission thal were in ooid storage.

®0o you sea farm loan waivers as a tool to empowar
farmears?

Thera s a cantral schemae undar which wa give cerain subsidy
on interest ower agriculural leans, We fake care of 3% and the
farmers’ pay the rest 4% Some stale govermnmments teke that
burden snd pey the 4%, Fa state govammeant does i, | will con-
gratulate them. After the 14th Finance Commission, the davo-
luton of funds has increased to slaies, and if some siate
governmeni spends monay on farmers” welfare, | appreciate
this.

#[0o you think state governmant ehould be more sensitive
towards protasts by farmars?

Ewven rivals accept thal Madhya Pradesh s number cng in car-
rying out welfare schemas for farmers. Chied ministar Shives)
Singh Chowshan s the bast in berme of working for farmers

YWhast has the {Gandhi) family done in 48 years?

When wa have spoken sbout villages. poor and farmers; we
have done 8 lot for their welfare in slates where we cama to
power. We did nod only raise slogans.

®fs Madhya Pradesh Is facing problams bacauss of over-
production?

Tha Centre frames policy and has a role in making Investrmeands.
MIF 5 the state where procurement is the highesl, it has the in-
frastruciure and the slorage capacity. |1 was tha first state bo
offer interast-frea farm loans. Threa states — Madhya Pradesh.
Chhattisgarh and Telangana — have dona axcepbonaly wel in
coesecting its marksd o e-NANM.

®Tha Bharatiys Janata Party (BJP) had promisad in Littar
Pradesh that payment to sugarcane farmers will be mada
within 14 days of selling thair produce, But, the duss pilad
up to an unprecadanted leval, seaped P14



‘Farmers were...

When we came o power, thene
wene huge dues. Earier, whan
lhe Cemre used to give raliel ta
sLgarsEe mils, I was pocketed
by the owners and the money
did not reach famers. We en-
suired thal it reachend the fame.
s, We  have found @
permansni solution 1o the prob-
lenn, We have fixed a price for
singar, creale & ifler siock and
make payment so hal fanmers
get thelr due;
®W\as it also done because
the BJF was defeated in the
Kairana Lok Sabha by-elec.
tian, In which sugarcans was
a big issua’?
Whare was Kamana when we
came 1o power and he dues o
fanmers was &l &n unpreces
dented leval? But we tried to
solve hat problerm, We ook the
burden om the eschegquer bul
provided relkel | Wea have saen
govesnments in the past whane
the PM said a particular sechian
had first clain on resouices, My
PM says farmers hawe the first
right on the country's resouroes,
®0a you think that fasmer un-
rasl will have & bearing on lm-
pending assembly =leclions
in Macfhya Pradesh, Chhallis-
garh and Rajasthan7
Those who are Irying 1o ralse the
imgue have ruled this counlry for
48 years, and the benefits that
they cave reached only Feem o
a certain asction of society, This
fe bhe firel lme facilibes haes
reached the poor and farmerns.
They sre standing by the P be-
cause thay have sean and sul-
fered the other side.
®What is your prediction for
the 2010 Lok Sabla slection?
The BJP will win hands daowe. |
said earker that It s for the fost
lirrie sl facilibes and sorvices
such a5 ges. alectricily and ot
ers, are reaching the poor. They
hawe seen this governmeani's
performance. | think the ‘lehar’
fwave) in favour of Modi ia
sironger than 2014,
®¥What do you maks of antl-
EJF forces coming together?
Same of tham am fasing srme-
nal chargea, aome ang oul an
bail after being convicted in coe-
ruplicn cases some olhers ane
struggling for polftical survival.
Their coming together shows Ehe
P iz doipg the righl Thing,
ety iy 0T
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A claim for....

Bul in some ways the facl at i
Fims been esnected, and demancs
are b=ing made for bealier imple-
mErdation, 15 a caim for the wider
diffesion ol property rghts and
FheEir enforcement in the service o
Independence.

it i= also familiar Bal sgriculture
lAbaurs under =0 mainy differenizal
burdens. As Harish Darmodsran
ham pomied oul, agnculture = not
a business in the comventional
sense. | faces produciion and
price risks. Il 15 5o regulaied ona
range of things from marketing o
trade the the Bwmer bes o sineg-
gle for being recognised #= an
=ponamic sgend. The beckgrmond
reguiations and nak assessmend
retjuired for iechnology adopbon
presupposes snormous slals ca-
pacily. The pollical ecoromy of
tederafism in India means thai
mybgidies are unlEichy distributed
Acress crops and slales. fnd reral
Indlia bears the brunl of he doubie
social disadvantage that our Fail-
ures in health and sducalion im-
pose, The mrel crisis = eot just an
uradifferentinted sgrarisn cresis, 1
i% also fTor nadancs. a crisis n
healih, with sesens sludiag linking
farmers’ suicides with bigh levels of
marbidsty. And i &= alss mn identiy
crisis: Away ol life offen being con-
stmcked &% & desd-=nd inpad due
b lmnd fregreniation, & conddion
that nesds 1o be ranscended. Ex-
cepl there are no visible means of
doing so,

bt shoat, it would b marally obtuse
ared mnalylicaly misleading o s=p
this lomg march as smply a de-
rmand for pallistives, subsidies,
waivers. Those constrections are
aften used fo disguise the gues:
fns of distritaibee justice al play,
ardd thay renforce the sterealype
af thie fiemer a5 a mere viclim, The
larg march is insbead a daim far
sconmmic agendy and ralionalkty,
heman digrily, paldical représsnts-
sian, and cultursd visibility, | needs
o be engaged on hose ternmrs
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